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Congratulations!!
 to our new CPO Selectees
and all Rate-Grabbers! See

page 9 and 10 for a
full listing!!

School of Music
Unveils New Courses
SOM offers new Senior Musician Course, Unit Leader Course, and
Sound Reinforcement Technician Course

MUCM Gordon Finlay and
his staff have been dili-
gently working to shape the

MU “C” School courses to meet the de-
mands of a fast changing Navy. In 2002,
PERS-64 requested that the current 20-
week Ceremonial Conductor/Drum Major
(CC/DM) course be combined with the
current 20 week Enlisted Bandleader
(EBL) course, effectively lengthening the
“new” course to 40 weeks. After careful
review of the required curriculum and close
scrutiny of job assignment to rank require-
ment, the School of Music training staff
recommended splitting the 20 weeks of the
CC/DM and placing 10 weeks to the se-
nior EBL course and 10 weeks to the Unit
Leader course, effectively making BOTH
“C” school courses 30 weeks. The end re-
sult is a complete revision of the EBL
course, now re-named “Senior Musician
Course” (SMC) scheduled for piloting be-
ginning in July 2003. As far as course con-
tent, approximately half of the training from
the CC/DM course is being reassigned up-
wards to the Senior Musician Course and
approximately half is being reassigned
downward to the Unit Leader course. Thus,
no actual training is lost in the process and
the Sailor receives “the right training at the
right time” in his/her career. One of the
exciting aspects of this new course is the

integration of technology in the class-
room. This new course has been designed
from the ground-up to fully utilize com-
puterized classrooms and the latest com-
puter based training programs to enhance
the learning environment.  Core Subjects
such as Ear Training, Music Theory,
Counterpoint, Form and Analysis, and
Band Scoring have all integrated Finale
MIDI performance files into multimedia
classroom presentations that enable stu-
dents to hear all musical examples in-
stantly. Additionally, students receive
training in Finale Musical Notation soft-
ware and use this program throughout the
course for homework assignments and
special projects.  Conducting and Jazz
Ensemble Techniques (both core subjects)
use traditional methods of classroom lec-
ture and study with lots of on-the-podium
application. Another exciting aspect of
this new course is the addition of refer-
ence and support materials that are widely
recognized in the civilian music industry.
These new sources are in the form of text-
books and media aids which are not
“Navy only” or in-house generated refer-
ence materials. They represent much of
the material now being utilized in most
major college and university music pro-
grams. A major shift in the training phi-
losophy in the advanced courses will also
take effect during this pilot. In the past a
3.0 (on a 4.0 scale) instrumental

by LT Brian Walden, Training Officer,
School of Music

Continued on page 6
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“Program Notes is published quarterly by
the U.S. Navy Music Program (Pers-64),
Navy Personnel Command, Millington,
TN 38055-6400.  The information con-
tained in this publication is official, and
intended for the use, information and ca-
reer planning of Navy Musicians (MU)
serving both afloat and ashore.  It is also
available on-line at http://
www.bupers.navy.mil/navymusic. To ob-
tain additional copies or for more infor-
mation, contact the Editor...”

M. E. MITCHELL, CDR, USN
Head, Navy Music Program

“Since last speaking with you, a
lot has taken place, as usual, through-
out the Program. The Tech-Assist
Team and I have made site visits to
SEVENTH Fleet and PACIFIC Fleet
Bands where we had the opportunity
to witness several impressive perfor-
mances by some truly talented Sail-
ors. During the next fiscal year, we
will complete our biennial site-visits
with each of the remaining bands.
Watch here for more information on
when your band will be scheduled.
Now, here’s a look at some of the
other happenings in the Program and
here in Pers-64.

New Senior Enlisted MU
Course

As you read in the cover story,
the School of Music is getting ready
to kick-off the first convening of this
new course that replaces the Ceremo-
nial Conductor/Drum Major and En-
listed Bandleader/Assistant Director
courses. More than just a consolida-
tion of these two former 20-week cur-
ricula, this new course incorporates
numerous other tweaks, changes, and
innovations that virtually ensure it
will succeed in its desire to provide
meaningful and relevant training to
meet the needs of the Fleet and pro-
vide for the development of our Sail-

ors.

Vocalist/Entertainer
Accession Auditions

We just completed work on the
new Vocalist/Entertainer (NEC:
3825) audition procedures, which
included development of individual-
ized karaoke-style accompaniment
CDs, new appraisal guidelines, and
a new audition sheet that computes
the weighted scoring as each block
is filled-in. These innovations will
greatly help identify those applicants
who possess the performance and
technical skills we’re seeking. My
thanks to MUC James Parker,
MUCS Tracy Ford of Navy Band
Great Lakes, and the School of Mu-
sic staff for all their help and hard
work in developing this effective tool
which has already changed “how we
do business” in the assessment of
these applicants.

Manual for Buglers
Speaking of publishing, we just

completed distribution of a Manual
for Buglers that has received rave
reviews from Trumpet Instrumental-
ists in the Fleet. The tremendous ben-
efit of this handbook was best
summed up by several of our old salts
who collectively stated, “I wish we
would have had something like this
when I first came in…I still remem-
ber having to ask the guys in the rifle
detail where I was supposed to
stand!” (referring to the Bugler’s
position at a military funeral). This
manual is being issued to all trumpet
students at the School and is also
available on the Web for on-line
viewing and download. [Ed. note:
ht tp: / /www.bupers .navy .mi l /
navymusic/briefs.htm]

Bandmaster Promotions
Congratulations to LCDR Don

Keller - Leader, U.S. Naval Academy
Band - who was selected for FY-04
promotion to Commander, and to
LTJG John “Walt” Cline who was
promoted to his present rank on 1
May just prior to reporting on board

Millington to assume new duties as
Director, Navy Band Mid-South.

That’s it for now. Keep up the
good work, keep making great mu-
sic, and keep striving for the best in
everything you do. Until next quar-
ter, my best to everyone for a safe
and enjoyable summer.”



3

Program NotesApril - June ‘03

You can accomplish any-
thing when you have the

Right Spirit.
Drink  responsibly.

Choose the Right Spirit...
It’s about choice.

Country Current, the country-blue-
grass group of the U.S. Navy Band, cel-
ebrated its 30th Anniversary with a spe-
cial concert on Sunday, April 27 at Fairfax
High School in Fairfax, Virginia.

Appearing with the group was banjo
virtuoso and bluegrass recording artist
Bill Emerson. Called a “banjo legend” by
The Washington Post, Emerson was twice
the recipient of the “Banjo of the Year”
award by the Muleskinner News Blue-
grass Magazine, and was inducted into
the “Virginia Folk Music Association”
Hall of Fame in 1984.  Emerson was a
member of Country Current for 20 years
and served as its unit leader from 1988 to
1993. In 1989 he was instrumental in
forming the group’s bluegrass unit that
features traditional instrumentation –
acoustic bass, banjo, mandolin, acoustic
guitar and fiddle. The bluegrass group was
an immediate success and is still in con-
stant demand at bluegrass festivals across the nation. Emerson retired as a Master Chief Musician in 1993.

Also appearing with the group were two former leaders, guitarist and vocalist MUCM Jerry Gilmore who served
as the group’s leader and master of ceremonies for 12 years, and MUC Larry Watts, who served as the group’s first
leader and bass guitarist. Other former members joining Country Current on stage to celebrate their 30th Anniversary
included pedal steel virtuoso, MU1 Jeff Agnew, guitarist and vocalist MU1 Ben Winter, drummer MUCM Joe Barnes,
fiddler MUC Bob Kaufman and soundmen MU1 Bobby Palmer and MUC Jim Eberhart.

The concert was very well attended and enjoyed by all.  As current unit leader, MUCS Wayne Taylor put it, “It
was more than an anniversary concert, it was a reunion of old friends and
shipmates who shared their talents and stories.”  After receiving four stand-
ing ovations, playing numerous encores MUCS Taylor said, “we could have
played all night long.”  Many of Country Current’s  enthusiastic fans ex-
pressed their appreciation for the event by flooding the Navy Band Public
Affairs Office with emails.

Of course the most poignant moment of the evening was when all the
former members gathered on stage to do an old country favorite, May The
Circle Be Unbroken. Sounds like the 35th Anniversary can’t come soon
enough.

Country Current Celebrates its 30th
Anniversary by MUCM Jon Youngdahl, U.S. Navy Band Public Affairs

Navy Music Salutes
Asian Pacific Heritage

Month
May 1-30

photo by M
U
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MUC Keith Arneson and MUCM Bill Emerson, USN (Ret.) trade some hot licks on the
banjo.
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Fiscal Manager’s Corner
MUC Roberta Haworth
roberta.haworth@navy.mil

Travel Card
APCs: Please ensure your Travel P.O. reads this:
It’s official; using the split pay disbursement option is no longer an option, it’s mandatory on all travel claims

(1351-2).  There are two things you need to do to avoid having travel claims returned from PSD for correction:  Please
read carefully!

1.  A dollar amount or the word “all” must be entered in the space provided in Block 1.  “Amt to Govt Tvl Card
$________”

2.  Enter “0.00” in the space if member did not use the travel card (member either cannot be issued an account or
is an Infrequent Traveler) or member had a credit balance from the last cycle (e.g. member overpaid) large enough to
cover the entire amount due BoA in the current cycle.

Purchase Card Ethics Training (MANDATORY) for All Authorizing Officials (AOs)
and Alternate AOs *** HIGH IMPORTANCE ***

ALL Certifying Officers/Authorizing Officials (AOs) and Alternates must fill out the OGE 450 and take the ethics
training annually (Cardholders ARE NOT required to complete the OGE 450 or on-line training.) Forward copy of the
completion certificate to PERS-64C by 30 September 2003.

Don’t worry; it’s easy to access this training at:
http://www.defenselink.mil/dodgc/defense_ethics/2002ethics_training/

End of Year Closeout
Fourth Quarter funds have been distributed to each band and purchasing ends on 30 Aug 03.

“I’m so old, they cancelled my blood type,” remarked Bob
Hope on his 100th birthday. Fans and military veterans from
Chicagoland poured into downtown May 28th and 29th to celebrate
with two outstanding performances featuring Navy Band Great
Lakes Jazz Ensemble.

The first, a noontime concert on May 28th, at Daley Plaza fea-
tured the Jazz Ensemble along with the Chicago USO Singers and
a Bob Hope impersonator, G. Scott Thomas. The show was set in a
“live radio broadcast” style and big-band era songs like “In the
Mood” and “Pennsylvania Six Five Thousand” filled the air. The
second performance was an evening concert on May 29th at the
Chicago Cultural Center. The Jazz Ensemble delighted the crowd
again with their exceptional performance and even had a piece of
birthday cake.

Hope was unfortunately not able to attend either event, but the
performances would have definitely put a smile on his face.

Navy Band Great Lakes Jazz Ensemble performed a fantastic show, paying tribute to a man who was devoted
to supporting and entertaining US troops for over 50 years. [Ed. note: Bob Hope passed away July 27, 2003 just 2
months after his 100th birthday.]

Navy Band Great Lakes Jazz Ensemble
Honors Bob Hope by MU3 Jennifer Mallette, Navy Band Great Lakes

MUCS Tracy Ford and MU1 Greg Dudzienski entertain
Bob Hope fans from the Chicago area
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Materiel Manager’s CornerFrom the Editor
MUC Duncan Hudson
duncan.hudson@navy.milProgram Notes

Submissions
Band PAOs:  This may

sound like a given, but please
make sure you route your sub-
missions through your chain of
command. I am receiving in-
put forms (or in some cases,
NO input forms) with missing
or incomplete information,
missing attachments, old input
from the last submission, and
other problems. Additional sets
of eyes can catch many of these
mistakes and let me know your
boss has seen and approved
your work. When these mis-
takes happen, it really slows
me down. This leaves me with
two choices: 1) Simply  discard
that part of the submission or
2) Make phone calls, track
down the PAO, and get the cor-
rect answers. I won’t discard
the submission, so I’m left with
option two. Help me help you
get it right the first time:

1) Use the input form
2) Make sure you delete all

input from the last submission.
3)  Review grammar and

sentence syntax for common
mistakes.

4) Run your submissions
and input form through your
chain of command.  Ideally,
your Assistant Director or Di-
rector should email it to me (or
be included in the chop chain
in the body of the email.)

As always, what you liked,
what you didn’t, errors/omis-
sions, or any ideas on making
Program Notes a better publi-
cation can be emailed to me at:

james.parker@navy.mil

MUC James Parker

What’s in the System? (Part II)
As mentioned in the last edition of Program Notes, many of you have

asked what instruments (brands, models) we have in the system. As electron-
ics become obsolete, we dispose of them and purchase the newest technology
available. Your input and field testing has proven to be invaluable many times.
As some of the guitars are considered by many to be “classic,” the 5 -7 year
electronics age out rule may not apply. Below is a current condensed listing of
makes/models purchased over the last few years:

Electric Bass
Fender: Jazz, P-Bass Lyte, Precision
Yamaha: Nathan East (5 – string), John Pattitucci (6 – string)

Bass Amp, Amp w/Speaker, Speaker Cabinets
Polytone: Mini-Brute IV
SWR: Super Red Head, Bass 750, Bass 750x, Big Bertha,
Goliath Jr. III

Guitar
Fender: American Deluxe Telecaster, Strat Plus, Strat Plus Deluxe
Guild: F65CE
Gibson: ES-165, ES347, Les Paul, Chet Atkins
Martin: 314CE

Guitar Amp w/Speaker
Fender: Twin Reverb
Mesa-Boogie: Mark IV
Polytone: Mini-Brute II
SWR: California Blonde

Keyboards
Kurzweill: PC2X
Korg: Karma, Triton Pro-88
Roland: Fantom
Yamaha: Motif (special purchase)

Keyboard Amp w/Speaker
Roland: KC300, KC500
Polytone: Taurus Elite

Drums
Yamaha: Maple Custom, Hip Gig Sr.
Pearl: Master Custom, Competitor marching percussion

PA Equipment
Crown (amps): K1, K2, Macro Tech MA3600VZ
JBL (speakers): SRX series speakers and monitors,
Eon powered speakers
Shure (mics/PMS): U124/Beta87A wireless mic systems,
P7TR (wireless) and P6HW (hardwired) Personal Monitor Systems
w/E-1 single driver and E-5 dual driver earpieces
DBX (compressor/limiter): 166XL
Lexicon (effects unit): MPX1
Mackie: CFX-12 small pa mixers
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Sound Bytes MUC James Parker
james.parker@navy.mil

Audition Information
The new Vocalist/Entertainer audition sheets are on the street and getting

very positive reviews.  It’s been in the works for a while but I believe the wait
has been worth it. We now have a way of evaluating a vocalist that reflects the
needs of our bands. Some points to remember when conducting Vocalist/En-
tertainer auditions:

- For the prepared music, only use the song lists from our website (http:/
/www.bupers.navy.mil/navymusic). Songs may be added, moved to a differ-
ent category, or deleted at any time.

- Use your digital video camera to tape the audition. We will return the
tape after the audition has been processed.

- Ensure you run the accompaniment CD through your sound system.
Don’t just run it from a boom box or table top stereo.

- Hold the audition in a rehearsal space, not in a cramped office.
The new audition application form (NAVPERS 1130/11 Rev 4-03) is the

ONLY acceptable form. All others are obsolete.  I have been receiving a lot of
auditions using the old applications. Please destroy your old stock and only
use the new forms.

prerequisite was required and students were not assigned an instrumental re-
quirement while in training. However, for the new SMC, all students will
perform an incoming instrumental skill assessment and, regardless of the as-
sessment score outcome, will be required to take lessons with an assigned
instrumental instructor. A 3.0 will be required to complete the course. How-
ever, regardless of the score, during the training process students will con-
tinue to receive instrumental instruction in order to continually improve their
technical skill. A 2.9 will be required on any secondary instrument assign-
ment (if required by NEC).

Redundant training will be eliminated and outdated course material is
being drafted and updated to meet the challenges of the future of Navy Music.
Students are already arriving onboard for the SMC and are gearing up for a
challenging and rewarding assignment.

The Unit Leader (UL) course is being revised to reflect the needed changes
and those students reporting in January 2004 will have the opportunity to
pilot the new course. Instrumental requirements in the UL course will be 2.9
for the primary instrument and 2.8 for the secondary instrument (if assigned
by NEC) and the same guidelines apply for the UL course concerning instru-
mental assessments and private instrumental instruction as part of the training
throughout the course. Expect that Drum Majoring, ceremonial conducting,
and leading small ensembles will be the major part of the revised UL course.

Let’s not forget about the recently added Sound Reinforcement
Technician’s course. SOM is analyzing the input from the students who pi-
loted the course and will have recommended changes in place for the next
course scheduled for November 2003. As previously reported in Program
Notes, the initial course progressed very well and met student, SOM staff,
and Navy Music Program expectations.  Don’t look for too many changes in
this course.  Hopefully, by 2004 the Sound Reinforcement Technicians course
will receive full funding and better its resources to improve an already great
course.

Continued from cover

SOM Unveils New Courses

“Our bands make
Sailors proud to be in

the Navy – and all
Americans proud of

our Navy...”
Rear Admiral J. B. Hinkle -
while serving as Assistant

Commander, Navy Personnel
 Command (PERS-6)

Notable Quotes

“...I consider Navy
Bands our most pow-
erful tool in ‘taking

the Navy to the
people’...”

Rear Admiral Hugh McKinney -
while serving as Commander
Navy Recruiting Command

“Bands are not a
‘nice to have’ capabil-

ity, but an essential
part of our total mili-

tary capability... I
regard my band as an
operational asset... If
we reduce our Music
Program below cur-
rent levels, we will

sell off essential capa-
bility more cheaply
than we ever have

before.””
Vice Admiral S. R. Arthur -

while serving as Commander,
SEVENTH Fleet
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From the Enlisted Detailing Shop

MUCM John Wowk
john.wowk@navy.mil

Shaping the Force
Have you read the recent

NAVADMINS regarding Assign-
ment Incentive Pay Program
(NAVADMIN 161/03), Reduction In
Enlisted E4 High Year Tenure
(NAVADMIN 160/03), and Fy-03
Enlisted Early Transition Program
(NAVADMIN 162/03)?  These are
important changes that are happen-
ing in our Navy right now, and in-
clude everyone from enlisted to of-
ficer. Be sure to review these mes-
sages and talk to your Assistant Di-
rector if you have questions. If  you
need more help, I’m just a phone call
away.

Your Career
What do you want to do with

your Navy career?  That’s usually the
first thing I ask you when I’m on a
tech assist visit to your band.  As your
Detailer, I’m interested in what you
want to do to benefit your career.  I’ll
strive to meet your duty preferences,
but there are three things I want you
to remember: Variety of duty stations,
challenging assignments at your
band, and needs of the Navy.  If you
are on your first tour of duty, you
want to strive to become a better
Sailor and Musician. When you are
on your second (and subsequent)
tours, continue to hone your skills as
a Musician, and take on additional
responsibilities within your band.
When going before a Selection
Board, your eval/fitrep speaks vol-
umes.

Don’t forget continuing educa-
tion at the School of Music. There
are four MU “C” School courses of-
fered:  Arranger, Unit Leader, Sound
Reinforcement Technician, and Se-
nior Musician. The Unit Leader and

Deadline for Articles,
Awards, Retirements, and

New Parents:

September 15

Program Notes
Submissions

Senior Musician courses incorporate
segments of the former Ceremonial
Conductor / Drum Major Course.
Want a leg up on the competition?
Go back to the SOM for follow-on
training. Always remember to sub-
mit a 1306/7 requesting the desired
course at least one year prior to the
class convening date.

PCS Moves
If you’re at least 13 months from

your PRD, it’s time to start planning
your next move. This is the time you
want to start negotiating for orders
to your next duty station. Give me a
call or send an email (preferred
method) so we can plan your next
step in your career. At the time of this
writing, I have not received funding
for 2nd – 4th quarter FY-04. When
funding becomes available, I’ll write
the orders.

Task Force Excel
I recently attended a conference

at the School of Music regarding the
five Vector Model (5VM).  Along
with officers and senior enlisted in
our community, we set in motion the
criteria needed to attain success us-
ing the 5VM. Your input was valu-
able in this process, and we devel-
oped a “rough draft” that will be re-
viewed and re-written before put to
full use. In a few days the Navy is
going “live” with the first version of
the 5VM for three enlisted ratings:
Aerographer’s Mates (AG); Informa-
tion Technology Specialists (IT); and
Mess Management Specialists (MS).
This is part of a development pro-
cess that will eventually lead to a
fully functional 5VM. The 5VM will
soon be the primary career tool for
all Sailors and will play a critical role

in the sea warrior process, including
personnel growth and development,
the distribution process, the delivery
of knowledge, and ultimately, im-
proved Fleet readiness. Accessed
through Navy knowledge online
(www.nko.navy.mil), Sailors will be
able to determine their professional
status, pinpoint career milestones,
and identify the skill requirements
needed for specific jobs in the Fleet.
Additionally, the 5VM model will
allow Sailors to review and compare
their own and alternate career paths,
their electronic training jacket, and
it will allow them to enroll in online
courses of instruction that will sat-
isfy existing training requirements
for all billets throughout the Fleet.
That’s all for now…Keep making
great music!!
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Navy and Marine Corps
Achievement Medal

Our Recent Medal Recipients
Meritorious

Service Medal
Joint Service Commendation

Medal

MUC Jane Hoffman CINCSOUTH Band

Navy and Marine Corps
Commendation Medal

LTJG  Joseph Dolsak U.S. Navy Band
MU1 Thomas Lawrence PACIFIC Fleet Band
MU1 Paul Lindsay PACIFIC Fleet Band
MU1 Jon Beebe Navy Band Northwest
MU3 Ellysia Flores Navy Band Northwest
MU1 David Hoffman Navy Band Northeast
MU2 Anthony Grizzel Navy Band Northeast
MU2 Gregory Washburn Navy Band Northeast
MU3 Robert Smith Navy Band Northeast
MU2 Wilfredo Inocencio Navy Band Great Lakes
MU1 Bruce Smith Naval  Academy Band
MU1 Jonathan Moore ATLANTIC Fleet Band
MU1 Karen Fazzini Navy Band Southeast
MU1 Michael Bayes U.S. Navy Band
MU1 Keven Stewart U.S. Navy Band
MU1 Todd Smeltzer Navy Band Southeast
MU2 Vance Baker Navy Band Southeast

LCDR Ralph Ingraham PERS-64
MUCS Richard Cox Navy Band Northwest
MUCS Ted Beverage Navy Band Great Lakes
MUCS Francis Callaghan U.S. Navy Band
MUCS Betty McGhee U.S. Navy Band
MUC Frank Lamberth U.S. Navy Band
MUC Alan Fagan School of Music
MU1 Kenneth Keller PACIFIC Fleet Band
MU1 Walter Stiles Navy Band Northeast
MU1 Robert Talbert ATLANTIC Fleet Band

MU1(SW) Jerome Jefferson       SEVENTH Fleet Band

Enlisted Surface
Warfare Qualification

LCDR Lorelei Conrad ATLANTIC Fleet Band
LCDR Melvin Kessler U.S. Navy Band
MUCM Leland Gause U.S. Navy Band
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Congratulations!

To Our Newest Senior Chiefs!

MUCS Bill Chizek Staff, School of Music
MUCS Randy Mattson U.S. Navy Band
MUCS Tim Roberts U.S. Navy Band
MUCS Scott Williams SIXTH Fleet Band

LTJG John “Walt” Cline Navy Band Mid-South

To Our Newest Lieutenant Junior Grade!

To Our Newest Commander!
CDR (Sel) Donald Keller Naval Academy Band

To Our Newest Chiefs!

MUC (Sel) Robert Couto U.S. Navy Band
MUC (Sel) Michael Shelburne U.S. Navy Band
MUC (Sel) Nicholas Pastelak Naval Academy Band
MUC (Sel) Bruce Smith Naval Academy Band
MUC (Sel) Blake Cramer Naval Academy Band
MUC (Sel) Donald Chilton Navy Band Northeast
MUC (Sel) Mark Anderson CINCSOUTH Band
MUC (Sel) Harold Mahannah Navy Band Southwest
MUC (Sel) Inga Schmidlin Navy Band Southwest
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To Our Newest Petty Officers!

MU1 Michael Wells SEVENTH Fleet Band
MU1 Gresh Laing ATLANTIC Fleet Band
MU1 Charity Mahannah Navy Band Southwest
MU1 David Gentkowski Navy Band Northwest

MU2 Mark Frazier II ATLANTIC Fleet Band
MU2 Jose Acosta PACIFIC Fleet Band
MU2 Gregory Bagnaro Navy Band Southwest
MU2 Julia Walton Navy Band Southwest

MU3 Nathaniel Blood SEVENTH Fleet Band
MU3 Chris Bourgeois ATLANTIC Fleet Band
MU3 Ryan Espitia ATLANTIC Fleet Band
MU3 Christopher French Navy Band Northeast
MU3 Nathan Ward Navy Band Northeast
MU3 Kimberly Adams Navy Band Southwest
MU3 Ryan Brundage Navy Band Southeast
MU3 Katy Bridgers CINCSOUTH Band

Congratulations!

Bravo Zulu to MU3 Eric Ordway!

MU3 Eric Ordway recently represented the Navy at the Annual Eastern Trom-
bone Workshop held March 20-22 and hosted by the U. S. Army Band at Fort Myer,
Virginia.  He was selected as one of three finalists in the workshop’s National Solo
Trombone Competition. The conference has become one of the largest annual events
for trombonists and regularly hosts participants from around the world.

Recently re-enlisting in the Navy, after attending the University of North Texas,
MU3 Ordway has been a wonderful addition to Navy Band Northwest. “The Navy
affords me the opportunity to continue to get better and receive a steady paycheck at
the same time. This is not something easily found in the civilian world.”

Since his arrival he has made a splash on the local jazz scene, appearing at the
Tacoma Jazz Festival with Bobby Shew, and making several appearances with na-
tionally known instrumentalists at “Tula’s” owned by former Navy bandmaster “Tex”
Waldron.

As for the results of the competition, he finished second but said, “It was a great
experience. Sharing ideas and experiences with the greatest players in the world is
something I’ll never forget.” We are certain MU3 Ordway made his own favorable
impressions on those attending the workshop.

by LT Ken Collins, Director, Navy Band Northwest

photo by M
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LCDR Gary Seitz, Director for Recruiting
seitz.gary@cnrsw.navy.mil

Recruiting Corner
Continued kudos to everyone on the Navy Music Program Recruiting Team! Significant progress

in all areas has everyone very encouraged about the future.  The phenomenal increase in MFR
support requests and the consistently positive feedback from all levels of Navy Recruiting is well-
earned.  We steadily approach a fully-manned program through our stellar, everyday efforts.  And
there have been solid increases in internal Music Program communication. These are all great gains,
but continued growth is key. If you have a better way of serving our customer, Navy Recruiting, let
everyone know. If you have a new, hot, contact method for recruiting musicians, spread the word. I
encourage talking to each other more frequently, sharing ideas and information. An easy way to do
that is through me. Let’s make fostering more inter-band exchange one of our ongoing short-term
goals.

Music For Recruiting (MFR) Program
Our success so far has been due to several things. First, we are now putting out a better quality

product that meets the needs of our customer at EVERY band. Second, the initiative taken by our
Regional MFR Coordinators to assist in the process has been incredible. And third, through articles
in the February and April 2003 issues of Navy Recruiter magazine, we’ve more openly marketed
ourselves to the entire recruiting community. NRD PAOs and Station Recruiters are gaining an
increased awareness and understanding of the benefits, possibilities, and logistics of band usage.
What we have is the beginning of an unbeatable combination – and it only stands to reason. Give
the customer a quality product that will get them the great results they want, help them get through
he red tape, and they’ll buy it.

However, things are not yet perfect. Some persistent difficulties remain - mainly getting tours
booked early enough to get funds approved early. The best help we can give our Shipmates out there
on recruiting duty is to (1) assist them in justifying their tour(s) and (2) do whatever we can to help
them get the requests in early. The justification, which is part of the formal request process, is
merely an outline of the tour and its expectations. But the justification obviously can’t be written
effectively until a basic tour has been established. Therein lies the crux of the problem.

So how do we help get the tour established? We may offer all kinds of help. However, we must
realize that the Station Recruiter contacting schools and requesting support through the NRD PAO
are what gets things done. We can make suggestions, we should offer our experiences, and we can
draft proposed schedules or justifications. We should try to light the fire, be the conduit of informa-
tion and help the process stay on a timeline. But initial stages must be accomplished by them. Once
a basic tour is set, we can then actively engage sponsors to finalize logistics.

Remember, the end result will be more leads and contracts for Navy Recruiting; exactly what
everyone wants. Let’s put even more energy into your efforts, aiming for continual growth. Things
are steadily improving and our positive impact is increasing. We’ve already gotten over humps we
never thought we’d be able to overcome. And we’ll beat any remaining concerns, too.

Musician (MU) Recruiting
In the last Program Notes we set our goals for this year. I trust each band has laid out its plan of

attack to achieve seven contacts per month!
We need everyone of you to know that one thing will NEVER change — we are always hiring

musicians. Another way to look at it is that we are always looking for musicians to hire.  What date
they sign on the dotted line at the local MEPS may or may not be in this fiscal year, but we are
perpetually in “recruiting mode.”  The Navy Music Program will never find itself in a position
where it can afford to close its doors to qualified hires for even a single day; and we won’t! Any
prospective hire who is interested, and you feel is worth employing, is undoubtedly worth a phone
call to me or PERS-64 to “discuss” options for that individual’s future. Please do not hesitate to do
so. Remember — anything is possible.

Keep up the good work and until next time …. Happy Recruiting!
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CINCSOUTH Band was on the road again participating in
two European music festivals and numerous local music events in
May and June.

On the 12th of May the band traveled to beautiful Dartmouth,
England for their annual Dart Music Festival. Picture, if you will,
a Thomas Kincaid painting, then add a winding river full of sail
boats leading to the entrance of a deep blue ocean, and guarded by
an ancient castle in the distance. That’s Dartmouth, England!

CINCSOUTH Band jazz ensemble, Alliance, had the pleasure
of headlining center stage in the town center, crowded with people
and flowers, on the evening of 16 May. On 17 May the ceremonial
band gave a thrilling military marching performance at the Britan-
nia Royal Naval College. This demonstration was the first time a
military band,
other than those

of The United Kingdom, had ever performed in this unique location.
The Commandant of the college attended this event along with under-
graduates and 1,000 spectators from the local community. The gra-
cious people of this picturesque town gave our group a cordial recep-
tion.

This visit was the product of nearly a year of planning which be-
gan in June 2002 following a joint concert featuring CINCSOUTH
Band and the Dartmouth Royal Marine Band.

Kaiserslautern, Germany was the site of the NATO Music Festi-
val from 4  through 8 June. CINCSOUTH Band participated in a multi-
national/multi-service tattoo featuring performing units from Austria,
Germany, The Netherlands, Poland, The United States, and The United Kingdom. Meeting these musicians from other
countries was enlightening and fun, proving once again, that music really is the international language.

European Music Festivals
CINCSOUTH Band Participates in Military Music Festivals

by MU2 Alba Villarreal,
CINCSOUTH Band

CINCSOUTH Band in front of the Britannia Royal Naval
College, Dartmouth, England

Closing mass band performance during the NATO
Music Festival, Kaiserslautern, Gernmany

On May 3rd, PACIFIC Fleet
Band participated in the 7th annual
Hawaii Twilight Tattoo. Sponsored
by the U.S. Army’s 25th Infantry
Division (Light) Band, the program
took place at Fort DeRussy Park in
Waikiki. This annual event also in-
cluded performances by the Marine
Forces Pacific Band, the Royal Ha-
waiian Band, the Celtic Pipes of
Hawaii and two high school drill
teams in addition to PACIFIC Fleet
Band. Each group in turn performed
before thousands of spectators, who
not only witnessed the musical
abilities of each ensemble, but also
some precision marching maneuvers.
The PACIFIC Fleet Band marching

7th Annual Hawaii Twilight Tattoo
by MU2 Richard Varela, PACIFIC Fleet Band

unit performed popular jazz stan-
dards including “St Louis Blues
March”,  “American Patrol” and the

spirited drum feature “Sing, Sing,
Sing.” The outstanding performance
delighted the audience of over 3,000,

commanding toe-tapping and ap-
plause from a delighted audience.

The tattoo concluded with all of
the groups combining to form one
mass band. The Hawaii state song
was played after which each Band
Leader was given the opportunity
to showcase one musical piece.
The mass band concluded with an
arrangement of “Highland Cathe-
dral” featuring a Marine Corps
Master Piper and the Celtic Pipes
of Hawaii. “Tattoo” was sounded
by a bugler and the order to Pass-
in-Review was given, after which

each band performed their service
song.

PACIFIC Fleet Band performs at
DeRussy Park in Waikiki
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PACIFIC Fleet Band and SEVENTH
Fleet Band joined forces from May 14th to
the 20th for the annual Black Ship Festival
in Shimoda, Japan. The festival celebrates
the landing of Commodore Perry and the
May 26, 1860 signing of the Japan-Ameri-
can Treaty of Trade and Amity. The treaty
opened Japan to trade with the Western
world for the first time. The festival is a
time for Japanese and Americans to come
together and celebrate peaceful relations
developed over the years.

After a full day of rehearsals in
Yokosuka, the combined band traveled to
Shimoda. Upon arrival, PACIFIC Fleet
Band’s Dixie Express performed for local
residents at the Shimoda Theater.

The first event was the Black Ship Cer-
emony starting with preliminary music
from both SEVENTH Fleet Band and
Yokosuka JMSDF (Japan Maritime Self-Defense Force) Band followed by each band playing the others national
anthem. After speeches from both American and Japanese Military Officials, the bands prepared for a parade through
the outskirts of Shimoda later that afternoon.

The following day, the combined band and the JMSDF band participated in “The Battle of the Bands” outside the
Shimoda Theater. The bands alternated performances that culminated in a grand finale of all three bands playing John

Philip Sousa’s “Stars and Stripes Forever,”
under the baton of Lieutenant Michael
Grant, director of the SEVENTH Fleet
Band.

Orient Express , SEVENTH Fleet
Band’s contemporary music ensemble, con-
cluded the festival with a concert followed
appropriately enough by a traditional Japa-
nese fireworks show. The entire festival
was a tremendous opportunity for members
of PACIFIC Fleet and SEVENTH Fleet
bands to leave a lasting and positive im-
pression of the U.S. Navy with America’s
important allies in the Pacific theater.

PACIFIC and SEVENTH Fleet Bands Join
Forces to Celebrate Black Ship Festival
by MU2 Richard Varela, PACIFIC Fleet Band
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SEVENTH Fleet and PACIFIC Fleet Ceremonial Bands perform
in Shimoda, Japan
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Lieutenant Michael Grant conducts the combined SEVENTH Fleet, PACIFIC Fleet
and Japan Maritime Self-Defense Force Band
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Navy Band Northeast traveled to
New York City in support of the 16th

annual Fleet Week Celebration.
American Sailors, Marines, and
Coast Guard personnel participated
in the festivities, as well as Sailors
from the United Kingdom, Canada,
Mexico, and India. In spite of poor
weather throughout the week, more
than 3,500 Sailors, Marines, and
Coast Guard personnel participated
in over 250 events, including sport-
ing events, community service
projects, ceremonies, parades, mili-
tary demonstrations, and sightseeing.

The Navy Band Northeast cer-
emonial band, directed by MUC
Heidi Willson, helped kick off Fleet
Week on May 21st with an appear-
ance on Live with Regis and Kelly.
“It was a wonderful opportunity to
appear on the show and to meet a na-
tionally known celebrity,” said MU1
Frank Hetzler, a percussionist with
the band. That afternoon, the four-
teen visiting ships steamed up the
Hudson River to their moorings. Fort
Hamilton’s four-gun battery fired
salutes to the ships, and Sailors
aboard the ships paid respects to the
World Trade Center site by render-
ing hand salutes as their ships passed
by.

On May 23, the ceremonial
band, directed by MUC John
Monllos, performed at the opening
of the NASDAQ Stock Market and
appeared on Good Morning America.
At the same time, during a special
opening ceremony and Memorial
Day commemoration at the Ameri-
can Stock Exchange, the Top Brass
Quintet played some patriotic favor-
ites, and MUC Heidi Willson sang
the National Anthem. Afterward,
Sailors and Marines went on a guided
tour of the market and were given a

“behind-the-scenes” look at stock
trading.

Later that morning, New York
City Mayor Michael Bloomberg held
the official welcoming ceremony in
the U. S. Customs House, near Bat-
tery Park. Top Brass Quintet pro-
vided music for the ceremony.  At the
ceremony, Mayor Bloomberg signed
into law a bill stating that the Pris-
oner of War/Missing in Action flag
was to be flown over all city prop-
erty over which the U. S. flag also
flies.

On the evening of May 23rd, the
band performed pregame ceremonies
at Yankee Stadium before the Yan-
kees took on the Toronto Blue Jays.
After a short rain delay, the band
marched onto the historic field and
performed the National Anthem from
behind home plate to an appreciative
crowd. Before the performance, band
members were able to visit Monu-
ment Park, which has memorials to
Babe Ruth, Lou Gehrig, and other
Yankee greats.  Band members re-
ceived souvenir caps and were in-
vited to stay for the game.

The Northeast Navy Showband,
led by MU1 Donald Chilton, per-
formed in Times Square on May 25th.
At that performance, the showband
welcomed special guest trumpeter
Michael Mossman, Associate Profes-
sor and Director of Jazz Studies at

the Aaron Copland School of Music
in Queens, NY.  The full band also
participated in a Sunset Parade Cer-
emony sponsored by the USS
Shreveport (LPD-12) that evening.

On Memorial Day, the band per-
formed for a ceremony at the Intrepid
Sea-Air-Space museum in Midtown
Manhattan.  The ceremony, held in
the historic ship’s hangar deck, fea-
tured Rear Admiral Joseph A. Walsh,
Commander Navy Region Northeast,
and Barbara Walters, co-anchor of
ABC’s 20/20, as guest speakers. At
3:00 that afternoon, to commemorate
the National Moment of Silence,
MU3 Jamen Penney and Officer Kim
Bonisanti, New York/New Jersey
Port Authority Police, sounded
“Echo Taps” from the decks of the
Intrepid and the USS Shreveport.

In spite of their busy schedule,
the band was able to enjoy some lib-
erty time in New York.  The United
Services Organization (USO) pro-
vided discounted tickets to Broadway
plays, comedy clubs, and other cul-
tural events. Band members also vis-
ited some of Manhattan’s jazz clubs,
went sightseeing, and enjoyed many
of New York’s attractions.

Navy Band Northeast Takes
Manhattan
MU2 Charles Birkby,
Navy Band Northeast

16th Annual Fleetweek in New York City
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Continued on page 18

The first Naval Academy Band
members sailed into Annapolis har-
bor on May 17th, 1853, beginning a
long history of service to the United
States Naval Academy and the na-
tion.  Today, “The Navy’s Oldest and
Finest Band” continues the tradition
of excellence started 150 years ago.
To celebrate this very important an-
niversary, a special event was orga-
nized utilizing the talents of several
composers and multimedia special-
ists as well as the band members
themselves.  The culmination of
much planning and hard work was
the band’s 150th Anniversary Gala
Concert on May 9 th.

Upon entering the lobby of the
Bob Hope Performing Arts Center,
concertgoers were treated to a unique
display of Academy Band historic
memorabilia including an old-style
drum line and examples of how the
uniform has evolved through the
years.  Letters of recognition were on
display from the President, Secretary
of the Navy, Chief of Naval Opera-
tions, the Head of the Navy Music
Program, and the Superintendent and
Commandant of the Naval Academy.
In his letter, Commander Michael E.

United States Naval Academy Band’s 150th
Anniversary Gala Concert By MU1 Craig Young, Naval Academy Band

Mitchell,  Head,
Navy Music
Program, de-
scribed the
Academy Band
as having “…a
rich history
filled with
c o u n t l e s s
achievements
that have liter-
ally touched the
lives of most ev-
ery American.”
The Center’s
new plasma dis-
plays flashed re-
cent photos of
the concert band, Electric Brigade,
and marching band as ushers distrib-
uted programs to a full-capacity
crowd.  The specially designed color
programs, produced by MUCM
James Cunningham, featured an in-
depth history of the band with exclu-
sive photos of the various perform-
ing ensembles and many leaders from
1853 to the present.

The concert showcased the
world premier of several new works
including “Sesquicentennial March,”

by USNA Band
trumpeter Musi-
cian First Class
J o h n
Ohlemeyer, and
“Oldest and Fin-
est March,” by
Dr. Gary
Belshaw.  Also
written for the
occasion were
“Since First We
Set Sail,” by
James L. Hosay,
and “The Navy
Hymn,” by Dr.
Paul Whear, a
U.S. Navy vet-
eran and noted

composer.  Musician First Class Jus-
tin Skorupa composed “Anchored In
Tradition” as a setting for an 11-
minute video chronicling the band’s
rich history.  MU1 Skorupa was very
impressed by the multimedia presen-
tation, saying that it “captured the
essence of the history of the band.”
The video was created by Musician
First Class Todd Nix of the Academy
Band, along with Taylor Reeder, Matt
Frantzich and Matt McMahon from
the Naval Academy’s Multimedia
Support Center.  The photos and
video footage gathered were courtesy
of the National Archives of Washing-
ton D.C., Academy archives, Multi-
media Support Center, and Academy
Band alumnus MUC Bill Healey.

 Present in the audience were
some of those who played a part in
the band’s history,  MUCM Richard
Sowell and MUCM Ralph F.
Gambone, who served as leading
chiefs, and MUCM Don Carter, who
served as the band’s first Command
Master Chief.  Past bandleaders
present were CAPT Joe Phillips,
CDR John Bledsoe, CDR Ray
Ascione, CAPT Ralph M. Gambone,
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Naval Academy Band uniforms from different periods were on display
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Fred Magliano (left) shares a moment with MUCM (ret) Richard
Sowell, the Naval Academy Band’s first Master Chief.
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The Merrie Monarch Festival is a weeklong cultural event
held annually, in Hilo on the island of Hawaii, also known as
the “Big Island.” Festivities start on Easter Sunday and culmi-
nate with the hula competition the following weekend. The
festival commemorates the coronation ceremony of the last
king of the Hawaiian Islands. King David Kalakaua’s reign of
seventeen years was marked by a joyful resurgence in Hawai-
ian culture, including some of the very first public performances
of hula. One hundred and twenty years later, Hawaii and the
world celebrate the memory of the “Merrie Monarch” at the
prestigious hula competition that bears his name.

PACIFIC Fleet Band had the distinct honor of opening
the culminating event of the week on the evening of Saturday,
April 26th. The performance at the Hula Halau (hula troop)
competition and awards ceremony at the Edith Kanaka’ole
Stadium marked the first ever participation by a military band
in the 40-year history of this prestigious and time-honored event. The ceremonial conch shell was sounded to an-
nounce the entrance of the Royal Entourage, which proceeded across the stage followed by the PACIFIC Fleet ceremo-
nial unit taking center stage. The band accompanied Ms. Cindy Intendencio for the singing of the National Anthem,
State Song of Hawaii, and God Bless America, drawing a rousing ovation from over 6,000 audience members.

During the weekend the band also participated in other performances including the Merrie Monarch Festival
Parade, which draws tens of thousands of spectators from around the world. Dixie Express, PACIFIC Fleet Band’s
dixieland band, also performed at the Volcano Village Farmers Market on the slopes of world-renowned Kilauea
Volcano.

40th Annual Merrie Monarch festival
by MU2 Richard Varela, PACIFIC Fleet Band

Ms. Cindy Intendencio sings the National Anthem accompanied
by PACIFIC Fleet Band
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Navy Band New Orleans has been on the forefront of the
Musicians for Recruiting effort this quarter.  One of our mem-
bers, Musician Second Class Scott Shores, visited Brevard
College for an alumni seminar and recital, “Brevard Windfest
2003.”  Petty Officer Shores, a French Hornist, proudly rep-
resented the Navy the weekend of April 11-13 by holding
master classes and mock auditions. “It was a great learning
experience for all, a good recruiting tool, as well as a fun
reunion for classmates old and new,” he said.  The seminar’s
culminating event, the “Grand Concert,” featured Petty Of-
ficer Shores conducting his original compositions as well as
standard band literature.

Navy Band New Orleans’ Big Band returned from a tour
of performances in cooperation with NRD San Antonio in late April.  Led by Musician First Class Paul Gagne, Navy
Band New Orleans’ Big Band is a 23-member ensemble dedicated to performing traditional and contemporary jazz,
swing, and big band music.

This year’s tour brought the Big Band to several local high schools and colleges in and around San Antonio, Texas.
Area recruiters were on hand at all of the band’s performances to answer questions that potential recruits had about the
Navy Music Program and about the Navy in general.  Students danced and cheered while the band played works by
Count Basie, Charlie Mingus, Bob Mintzer and Carlos Santana. Highlighting the band’s tour was their outstanding
performance during their part of the “Navy Day” ceremonies at the historic Alamo.  EMC(SW/AW) Ross, Recruiter-in-
Charge of the local recruiting station, said of the band’s performance, “Wow! This band is really good!”

Music For Recruiting Efforts
Navy Band New Orleans on the tip of the spear

by MU2 Edward Ducey,
Navy Band New Orleans

Showband South in front of the “Big Easy” -
The New Orlean’s skyline.
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After twenty plus years of music making in the
same building designed to support helicopter op-
erations, ATLANTIC Fleet Band has been given a
new home renovated specifically for musicians.
Building SP-372 officially opened on March 27,
2003 in a ribbon cutting ceremony with all the gran-
deur of a new ship commissioning. The pride and
professionalism felt by the band was evident as the
special guest of honor, RADM David Architzel,
Commander, Navy Region Mid-Atlantic, praised the
Sailors for their outstanding talent as well as their
Navy Pride and professionalism. Other dignitaries
in attendance were CAPT Becker, CO Naval Sta-
tion Norfolk, CAPT Thigpen, Chief Staff Officer
Commander 22nd Naval Construction Regiment,
CAPT Engle, Chief Staff Officer 1 st Naval Construc-
tion Division, CWO3 Mark Bierce, OIC of NCBU-
411, CDR Mitchell, Head Navy Music Program
(Pers-64) and CDR Webb, Resident Officer in Charge of Construction Naval Station Norfolk.

In June of 2001 the Naval Construction Battalion 411 began work on what was once a seven-year-old former
bowling center. The project had been appropriated a budget of only five hundred thousand dollars. However, without
Seabee labor and ingenuity the actual cost would have been in excess of one million dollars. In December of 2002 the
renovation was completed under budget and well ahead of schedule.

After the ceremonial ribbon had been cut it was time for the party to begin. LCDR Lorelei Allison Conrad, Fleet
Bandmaster of ATLANTIC Fleet Band, kicked off the festivities with a tour of the facility in which the guests were
treated to music by all of the band’s performing units including Full Speed Ahead, U.S. Navy Showband, The Brass
Quintet, Four Star Edition, The Fleet Jazz Ensemble and The Woodwind Quintet. From the Wenger “live studio”
practice rooms to the 40’x 80’ concert band rehearsal space, the guests were offered a sampling of the stellar musi-
cianship and showmanship of the various units. The tour concluded with a performance by the Concert Band con-
ducted by LCDR Conrad. The performance featured favorite patriotic selections including Michael W. Smith’s origi-
nal composition “There She Stands”, arranged by MU3 Mark Frazer II.

After the tour and concerts ended, the guests were treated to light refreshments, which included a commissioning
cake, complete with the new COMLANTFLT BAND logo. The event was a complete success as the guests enjoyed
the opportunity for fellowship and to marvel at the incredible talent of the Seabees and ATLANTIC Fleet Band.

ATLANTIC Fleet Band Moves
Into New Home by MU1 Laing Gresh,

ATLANTIC Fleet Band

Guest of honor, RADM Architzel, Commander, Navy Region Mid-Atlantic,
speaks at the ribbon cutting ceremony for ATLANTIC Fleet Band’s new
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The JANAFA award was presented to SEVENTH Fleet Band
for the second time this past April. The JANAFA award is awarded
to a command or organization of the United States or Japan, for
outstanding support to the Japanese and American community.
SEVENTH Fleet Band made enduring contributions that enabled
friendship and mutual understanding between the United States
and the Japanese Maritime Self-Defense Force(JMSDF). Signed
by Makoto Yamamoto, Vice Admiral, JMSDF, retired, of The Ja-
pan Navy Friendship Association, the award signifies a long rela-
tionship between SEVENTH Fleet Band and the JMSDF. The
award was received on behalf of SEVENTH Fleet Band by
MUCM(SW) Rob Roy (see photo at left.)

SEVENTH Fleet Band Receives JANAFA
Award by MU2(SW) Tom Schiffer
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Luke Gregory Dublino, born 3 March 2003 to MU1 Vincent and Helen Dublino
Lorenzo Russell Ward, born 22 April 2003 to MU3 Jeremey and Briana Ward
Noemi Nadette Canupp, born 12 May 2003 to MU1 John and Rachele Canupp
Miles Takuya Collier, born 30 May 2003 to MU3 Rob and Chie Collier
Travis James Grondell, born 3 June 2003 to MU2 Brian and Shannon Grondell

 Our New Parents And Newborns

The U.S. Navy Showband is at it again! On March 8-11, 2003,
the band traveled to the sun-drenched island of Puerto Rico in sup-
port of the Caribbean-phase of UNITAS 44-03.

Under the new leadership of MUCS James Malmgren, the band
performed for thousands of crew-members from several U.S. Navy
ships, as well as ships from the Netherlands, Venezuela and Perú.

 Upon arrival, the band hit the ground running with ceremonial
support of four ship arrivals. However, the highlight of the day was
performing a high-energy show for the enlisted crew’s reception at
the all-hands club for over 1,000 multi-national sailors.

The following day brought three shows in support of  “Sports
Day,” a multi-cultural sports competition among the visiting ships in
port, culminating with an evening show for Roosevelt Roads resi-
dents. The band was a huge success playing current music from the
Dave Matthews Band, Lifehouse, Santana, Tower of Power, and Matchbox Twenty, as well as classic oldies and
traditional Latin selections. The day’s successes proved, once again, that music is truly a universal language.

 U.S. Navy Showband is composed of 16 truly outstanding musicians. They are all polished Sailors who breathe
excitement and excellence into every performance. From loading and setting up over 4,000 lbs. of equipment, to
performing high-energy shows, it is truly remarkable to see how the Showband rises to the occasion time and time
again to carry out the tradition of 43 years of excellence. It was difficult to leave the island paradise, but band members
brought back great memories and are looking forward to the next phase of UNITAS to the Galapagos Islands and
Ecuador.

MUSN Espitia, MU3 Argueta and MU2(SW) Leithead
lay down some solid horn lines during an enlisted

reception for over 1,000 multi-national sailors
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U.S. Navy Showband Starts UNITAS 44
With a Bang by MUCS James Malmgren,

ATLANTIC Fleet Band

and CDR Mike Alverson.  Fred
Magliano, the oldest known band
alumnus (USNA Band 1938-1968),
is 91 years young and still an active
performer.  Special guests in atten-
dance were family members of the
band’s 7 th leader, LT Adolph
Torovsky, family members of the 6 th

leader of the band, LT Charles A.
Zimmermann, and Dorothy Pfeiffer

LaBorde, the great-granddaughter of
the 1 st leader of the band, John Phillip
Pfeiffer, who hired the original mem-
bers of the band and served as its
leader from 1853-1861.

 A highlight of the evening came
when the Electric Brigade, the
Navy’s premier Top 40 band, joined
the concert band for a medley of old
and new hits.  The featured vocal-

Continued from page 15

United States Naval Academy Band’s 150th
Anniversary Gala Concert

ists, MUC Frank Dominguez, MU1
Ira Ostrowski, and MU1 Dana
Stillinger, gave a crowd-pleasing
performance that brought thunderous
applause.  As the evening came to a
close, it was evident that this was not
just another concert, but an event to
be remembered
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Transfers to the Fleet Reserve and
Retired List

Name Date Command
MU2 Craig Weller April ‘03 Fleet Support Unit
MUCS Rick Cox May ‘03 Navy Band Northwest
MUCM Leland Gause June ‘03 U.S. Navy Band
MUCM Don Miller June ‘03 Navy Band New Orleans
MU2 Vance Baker August ‘03 Navy Band Southeast
MUC Lance Wysong August ‘03 PACIFIC Fleet Band
MU1 Robert Talbert August ‘03 ATLANTIC Fleet Band
LCDR Lorelei Conrad August ‘03 ATLANTIC Fleet Band
MU1 Walter Stiles September ‘03 Navy Band Northeast

Our Sailors of the Quarter
Name 1st Quarter 03
MU2 Rob Marquis Navy Band Northwest
MU3 Tony Rice Navy Band Northwest
MU2 Ryan Hudson Navy Band Northeast
MU3 Michael Schwartz Navy Band Northeast
MU1 Paul Gagne Navy Band New Orleans
MU3 Jessica Matthews Navy Band New Orleans
MU1 Todd Nix Naval Academy Band
MU1 Randy Ladkau ATLANTIC Fleet Band
MU2 Mark Frazer II ATLANTIC Fleet Band
MU2 Scott Mythen SEVENTH Fleet Band
MUC Stephen Williams U.S. Navy Band
MU1 Suzanne Rice U.S. Navy Band
MU2 Kurt Zeigler Navy Band Southeast
MU2 Nicholas Ezzo Navy Band Southeast

Name 2nd Quarter 03
MU1 Christopher Griffin PACIFIC Fleet Band
MU3 Justin Belka PACIFIC Fleet Band
MU3 Paul Collet CINCSOUTH Band
MU2 Joseph Muzika CINCSOUTH Band
SSgt Eric Howell, USMC CINCSOUTH Band
MU1 Geordie Kelly School of Music

To each of these Sailors we wish you“Fair Winds and Following Seas,” along with the appreciation of the entire
Navy Music Program.



- USN -

Important Dates
  In Navy History

April - June

7 April - U.S. Navy planes sink Japanese battleship Yamato in South China
Sea (1945)

12 April - Congress passes H.R. 89 to reorganize and enlist the members
of the U.S. Naval Academy Band – the Navy oldest continuing
musical organization (1910)

         10 April - Thresher lost (1963)

10 April - Biennial Bandmasters’ Conference held for the first time on board Navy Personnel Command in Millington,
Tennessee (2000)

14 April  - Samuel B. Roberts hits mine in Persian Gulf (1988)

18 April  - “Doolittle’s Raiders” (B-25s) launched off the Hornet (CV-8)

19 April  - Explosion of Iowa’s  turret kills 47 (1989)

— April  - Navy Band Newport established (1974)

27 April  - CAPT Duerk’s selection for Rear Admiral announced – the first woman promoted to flag rank (1972)

28 April  - CAPT Gravely becomes the first African-American selected for Rear Admiral (1971)

30 April  - Navy Department established (1798)

 4 May   - Battle of Coral Sea began – First carrier vs carrier sea battle (1942)

17 May  - Stark hit by two exocet missiles in Persian Gulf – 37 killed (1987)

— June  - Navy Music Program Management Office (PERS-64) relocated to Millington, TN with the Bureau of Naval
Personnel’s move from Arlington Annex, Washington, DC to Naval Support Activity Memphis (1998)

 2 June  - Destroyer Frank E. Evans struck and cut in half by Australian carrier Melbourne (1969)

 4 June  - Battle of Midway begins – Four Japanese carriers were sunk, but only one U.S. carrier lost (1942)

 9 June  - George Washington is launched – first SSBN launched at Groton (1959)


